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Art, science both vital parts of leadership
When I came 

into the Air 
Force, I had 

amassed 160 semester 
hours of college credit. 

Of the 160 hours, only 
three were in humanities 
and arts. The majority of 
my time in college was 
spent focused on what 
now is called STEM, sci-
ence, technology, engi-
neering and math. It took 
a mentor to set me on the 
path of life-long learning 
and professional reading.

My mentor recog-
nized immediately that I was in 
need of a professional reading 
list that was balanced with biog-
raphies, non-fiction, fiction, po-
litical affairs, sports as well as 

literary classics. He rec-
ognized that a STEM-
heavy background is 
best complemented with 
art and humanities. This 
made me think about the 
joke: “How do you tell 
if an engineer is an ex-
trovert? The extrovert-
ed engineer will stare at 
your shoes versus their 
own shoes.”

Joking aside, the lead-
ers of the next industrial-
technological revolution 
are those who will have 
expertise in seemingly 

unconnected knowledge domains 
of STEM and humanities. This 
is a difficult balance to achieve, 
but I have seen great success in 
my career with teams that have 

diversity of thought and back-
ground. Professional reading is a 
great way to encourage diversity 
of thought in your teams.  

I try to read 20 books a year, 
with the operative word being 
“try.” One of the ways I attempt 
this annual goal is by listening 
to audiobooks on my commute. 
I am blessed to live only 15 min-
utes from my workplace. A nor-
mal work week yields two and 
a half hours of listening time, 
which goes a long way to getting 
after a reading list if your sched-
ule is tight. The Air Force Digi-
tal Media Program is my go-to 

source for audiobooks as it is free 
to active-duty military personnel 
and has a good selection. I have 
also used LibriVox, which has 
around 12,000 public domain au-
diobooks, mostly classics, free for 
download. Others have had suc-
cess with listening to audiobooks 
while running, walking or per-
forming other cardio activities. 
I’ve even tried listening to audio-
books on family trips. The chal-
lenges have been finding a book 
that everyone can enjoy and one 
that is age-appropriate for my 
son. Challenges aside, I think 
road trip audio books are now a 
family tradition.

Creating a professional read-
ing list isn’t rocket science. A 
good starting place is to ask your 
supervisor, mentor or senior 

leader which books have influ-
enced them or changed their 
thinking.  Additionally, the Army 
and Air Force Chiefs of Staff 
have published professional 
reading lists in the past that are 
chocked full of insightful options. 
Just like most things in life, too 
much of one thing can be bad for 
your health. Binging on one cate-
gory of books will lead to burn out 
and abandoned books. Instead, 
a well-balanced reading list will 
challenge your view points, your 
thought processes and even your 
leadership skills.      

I am thankful that a mentor 
changed my life with suggest-
ing a professional reading list. I 
try to pay it forward by passing 
on books I have finished to team 
members in my life.

ARLINGTON, Va. — The opt-
in deadline for the Blended 
Retirement System is Dec. 31.

Make your decision knowing only 
you can determine which system is 
best for you, and understand that if 
you opt into BRS, it is irrevocable. 
You only have one chance to make 
this choice, so it’s imperative you and 
those involved in making financial 
decisions for your family fully un-
derstand the pros and cons of both 
retirement systems. 

I encourage each of you to take 
all of the training available on 
ADLS and utilize the BRS com-
parison calculator on the Military 

Compensation website before mak-
ing an appointment with your base 
financial counselor. The calculator 
provides a comparison between the 
current retirement system and the 
BRS. Doing your homework and pre-
paring your questions ahead of time 
will help you get the most from your 
financial counseling appointment. I 
would like to see all eligible Airmen 
trained as soon as possible to give 
everyone time to really think about 
their options and be fully prepared 
before making this life-impacting 

decision.
If I had to pick just one thing I’m 

most passionate about as the chief 
master sergeant of the Air Force, 
without a doubt it would be taking 
care of our Airmen and their fami-
lies professionally, physically, spiri-
tually and financially. I’m a firm be-
liever that these four things go hand 
in hand. In order to be the best, most 
resilient Airman possible, you have 
to balance your professional, physi-
cal, spiritual and financial wellness. 
This is why I’m always looking to 
arm our Airmen with knowledge to 
help them grow and make the best 
decisions possible in their lives. 

Part of arming our Airmen with 
knowledge means providing them 
the tools necessary to understand 
and smartly plan their long-range fi-
nancial goals. But this planning isn’t 
just for Airmen with families; it’s vi-
tal for all Airmen.

Beginning Jan. 1, 2019, the De-
partment of Defense will transi-
tion to the Blended Retirement Sys-
tem. If you haven’t heard about BRS, 
you need to get up to speed now and 
learn all you can. I need each of you 
to take an active interest in your fi-
nancial planning by using every 
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Name: 
Senior Airman Talon Green.

Unit:
60th Operations Support Squadron.

Duty title:
Air traffic controller.

Time in service: 
Three years.U.S. Air Force photo
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Family weathers deployments, being separated
Tech. Sgt. James Hodgman

60Th Air MObiliTy WinG Public AffAirS

Editor’s note: This is the third in a 
three-part series.

For military family members who 
serve on active duty, being separated 
from loved ones is part of the job.

The U.S. armed forces often requires 
service members to leave their families 
to defend freedom and advance the na-
tional interests of the United States.

The Gibson family knows this real-
ity well. The matriarch of the family is 
U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Angela Gib-
son, 60th Surgical Operations Squad-
ron flight chief of anesthesia and a moth-
er of two with 16 years of service. Her 
husband, Air Force Master Sgt. Mike 
Gibson, 60th Security Forces Squadron 
NCO in charge of operations, has accu-
mulated nearly two decades of service.

The senior noncommissioned officers 
said throughout their careers, the most 
challenging thing they’ve had to over-
come is being away from the ones they 
love most.

“I met Mike in 2007 right before I 
left for combat arms school,” said Ange-
la, who was working in the security forc-
es career field at the time. “He worked in 
the confinement section while I worked in 
the training section. I provided him with 
some vehicle training one day. A few days 
after that meeting, we met up at a party 
where we were able to connect. He got my 
number and it all went from there.”

This all occurred at the Gibsons’ 
first duty station, F.E. Warren Air Force 
Base, Wyoming. They dated for a while 
but would face separation in February 
2008 when Angela took an assignment 
to Creech AFB, Nevada, while Mike had 
to continue serving at F.E. Warren.

Six months later, the two married in 

Las Vegas. Approximately two weeks af-
ter their wedding, their daughter, Tay-
lor, was born.

“We applied for a join spouse assign-
ment but we were denied because at 
the time, no positions were available at 
Creech AFB for my husband,” said An-
gela.

A join spouse assignment allows 
married active-duty military couples 
the opportunity to be stationed togeth-
er at the same installation. If positions 
are not available for both members at 
the same installation, they may be as-
signed to different installations with-
in 50 miles of each other and maintain a 

joint residence.
“The Air Force will try to keep a mil-

itary couple together,” said Cristi Bow-
es, Assignment Policy and Procedures 
section at the Air Force Personnel Cen-
ter. “The most common hurdle to a join 
spouse assignment lies in meeting the 

u.S. Air force photo/Tech. Sgt. James hodgman

Master Sgt. Mike Gibson, left, 60th Security Forces Squadron NCO in charge of operations, and his wife, Master Sgt. Angela Gibson, 60th 
Surgical Operations Squadron flight chief of anesthesia, pose with their children, Taylor and Carter, Nov. 27 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. 
The Gibsons have been a dual-military couple for more than a decade.

See FAMILY Page 18
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Base power  
outage 
scheduled 
Dec. 16

60th Air Mobility Wing  
Public Affairs

A base-wide power outage is 
scheduled from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Dec. 16.

PG&E, the installation’s 
power provider, will be shut-
ting off power to conduct crit-
ical maintenance on power 
lines and the main substation 
that provides power to the base.  
The outage will include Bal-
four-Beatty privatized housing 
and all Exchange facilities. The 
Commissary plans to remain 
open and David Grant USAF 
Medical Center will not be im-
pacted.

For questions regarding the 
outage, contact 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing Public Affairs at 707-
424-2011, ext. 3 or 60AMWPA 
@us.af.mil.

Command Post more than ‘giant voice’
Staff Sgt. Amber Carter

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

The first step to accessing 
the Travis Air Force Base 
Command Post is through a 
large, metal, unwelcoming 
door with brightly colored 
warning signs. On the wall 
hangs a phone containing 
preset numbers and a guide 
to help determine which sec-
tion to call as well as give the 
person accessing the area 
time to consider if they are 
even in the right place.

After the self-assessment, 
you dial the command post 
controller and request entry 
through door number one. 
This leads you into a small 
room with more warning 
signs, a storage unit direct-
ing you to store your cell-
phone or any other record-
ing devices you may have 

and a glass window where 
the friendly controller, a 
welcomed warmth to the 
stark coldness of the entry 
process, asks to see identifi-
cation before letting you in.

Once you gain entry, you 
are provided with a visitor 
badge and escorted to the 
room that houses the com-
mand post, the maintenance 
operations center and the air 
terminal operations center. 
There are no windows and 
the main sources of light are 
the computer screens and 
the big television screens on 
the wall that show different 
parts of the base.

This security process 
is required for the com-
mand post because it is the 
information superhighway 
for the entire base, where 
command post Airmen 
are tasked with providing 

command, control, commu-
nications and information 
support.  

“The command post mis-
sion differs quite drastically 
from base to base,” said Se-
nior Airman Barbara Rob-
erts, 60th Air Mobility Wing 
Command Post emergency 
actions controller. “In some 
locations, we are responsible 
for reporting readiness to, 
and executing direct orders 
from, the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. While 
at other locations, our focus 
is predominantly on nuclear 
operations, contingency re-
sponse or flight following.”

For the largest base in 
Air Mobility Command, 
the command post mis-
sion revolves around track-
ing the three weapons sys-
tems - C-17 Globemaster III, 
C-5M Super Galaxy, KC-10 

Extender – at Travis as well 
as any transient aircraft that 
pass through the base.

“We also are the (com-
mand and control) node for 
the David Grant (USAF) 
Medical Center, the Contin-
gency Response mission and 
AMC’s busiest aerial port,” 
said Maj. Steven Chandler, 
60th AMW Command Post 
command and control oper-
ations chief. “Just last year 
alone, we executed over 
3,700 missions, delivering 
200 million pounds of fuel, 
and transported 129 mil-
lion pounds of cargo, as well 
as 48,000 passengers. More 
so, we are now gearing up 
to take on the mission of the 
Air Force’s newest tanker, 
the KC-46 (Pegasus).”

With the large number of 

u.s. Air force photo/staff sgt. Amber carter

Staff Sgt. Jon Schexnyder, 60th Air Mobility Wing Command Post emergency actions controller, answers a phone call Nov. 21 at Travis 
Air Force Base, Calif. The command post can field more than 500 phone calls per shift requiring them to respond to a multitude of 
requests and incidents.

See MORE Page 17

Ohio base 
picked to 
host F-35 
support

Office of the Secretary of the  
Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force selected Wright-Patter-
son Air Force Base, Ohio, as the 
preferred location for the F-35 
Lightning II Hybrid Product 
Support Integrator organiza-
tion which supports the entire 
F-35 enterprise to include joint 
and international partners.

Air Force officials said Rob-
ins AFB, Georgia, was named 
as a reasonable alternative.

“Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base has the trained acquisi-
tion professionals with the right 
fighter aircraft experience 

See F-35 Page 22
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Helping You... Help yourself

Commander holds first all-calls since taking charge

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Jonathon Carnell

Col. Jeff Nelson, 60th Air Mobility Wing commander, speaks during a commanders all-call Nov. 27 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Nelson 
and Chief Master Sgt. Derek Crowder, 60th Air Mobility Wing command chief, had their first series of commander calls since taking 
over as the leadership team at Travis. During the calls they communicated with Travis Airmen and provided them with their background, 
expectations and mission priorites for the base.

Nation 
mourns 
its 41st 
president

Jim Garamone
DeFenSe.gov

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump declared 
Dec. 5 as a national day of 
mourning for former President 
George H.W. Bush, who died 
Friday at the age of 94.

Trump joined countless oth-
ers in paying tribute to Bush 
and his lifetime of service as a 
Navy pilot in World War II, con-
gressman, ambassador to the 
United Nations, CIA director, 
vice president and president.

“Through his essential au-
thenticity, disarming wit and 
unwavering commitment to 
faith, family and country, Pres-
ident Bush inspired genera-
tions of his fellow Americans 
to public service – to be, in his 
words, ‘a thousand points of 
light’ illuminating the great-
ness, hope and opportunity of 
America to the world,” Trump 
said in a statement released by 
the White House Dec. 3.

“With sound judgment, com-
mon sense and unflappable 
leadership, President Bush 
guided our nation, and the 
world, to a peaceful and vic-
torious conclusion of the Cold 
War,” he said. “As president, he 
set the stage for the decades of 
prosperity that have followed. 
And through all that he accom-
plished, he remained humble, 
following the quiet call to ser-
vice that gave him a clear sense 
of direction.”

Defense Secretary James N. 
Mattis said Bush “took his ex-
perience in war to build a bet-
ter world as our commander 
in chief. His service to our na-
tion demonstrated how we as a 
people can draw on our humil-
ity, diversity and devotion to 
our country to meet every chal-
lenge with fortitude and confi-
dence.”

“We will miss him, but at the 
See PRESIDENT Page 23
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Sergeant recovers from crash
Airman 1st Class  

Michael S. Murphy
11th Wing Public AffAirs

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, 
Md. — Senior Master Sgt. David 
Snyder put on his physical train-
ing uniform and fought the ten-
sion inside his chest. It was the 
day of his annual PT test. Like 
all his tests before, he had been 
preparing for months. But this 
time, he was a lot more nervous.

He bent down and tied his 
single black shoe, mentally pre-
paring himself to push himself 
harder than he ever had before.

He drove himself to the site. 
He did as many push-ups and 
sit-ups as he could in 60 sec-
onds; he ran a mile and a half; 
and he got his waist measured. 
In the end, he easily passed the 
test with a score of 84.4 – with a 
prosthetic where one of his legs 

used to be.
Five months earlier, Snyder 

had lost his left leg in a motorcy-
cle accident.

“It’s a series of unfortunate 
events that led to it,” he said, re-
calling a change to his planned 
route. “I have an Apple iPhone, 
and of course it want[ed] to save 
me 7 minutes.”

Riding his sleek black Har-
ley Davidson on an empty back 
road in Alabama, Snyder was 
heading back from a weekend 
trip to Florida with his uncle. 
The California native was on his 
way to Maxwell Air Force Base, 
Alabama, where he was attend-
ing Senior NCO Academy.

He said the morning ride 
was going well as they passed 
a lake.

“I have cruise control set 
on 55,” said Snyder, current-
ly the Air Combat Command 

command propulsion program 
manager on Joint Base Langley-
Eustis, Virginia. “I’m doing ev-
erything right, and here comes 
this silver Malibu.”

The oncoming car quickly 
caught his attention and he be-
came defensive.

“I saw his wheel start to point 
out and I knew it was too late,” 
he said. “I tried as smoothly as 
possible to veer around him. I 
get all the way to the edge, as far 
as I can, and he catches me.”

Snyder had his legs propped 
on the crash pegs, a cylindri-
cal spoke that normally extends 
four to five inches to protect the 
bike from falling over. The car 
caught the peg and drove it into 
the bike. The bike tipped side-
ways, but didn’t go down. Shak-
en but steady, Snyder kept go-
ing until he found a house about 

courtesy photo

Senior Master Sgt. David Snyder, Air Combat Command propulsion 
program manager, performs physical therapy at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. See RECOVERS Page 12
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Friday & Saturday  
Band  

at Hand
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321 MERCHANT ST. • VACAVILLE • 451-4049

Follow Travis at facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase

Idea could improve service
Catherine White

363rd IntellIgence, SurveIllance  
and reconnaISSance WIng

Editor’s note: Some last 
names have been removed for 
security reasons.

JOINT BASE LANGLEY-
EUSTIS, Va. — An Airman 
from the 363rd Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnais-
sance Wing stepped outside 
the box this spring and pro-
posed an idea that significant-
ly improved local mission as-
surance.

Thanks to a platform set up 
by the 363rd ISRW leadership 
team, he was able to pursue his 
idea and benefit not only the 
wing, but also potentially the 
entire Air Force.

Tech. Sgt. Ken, 363rd Intel-
ligence Support Squadron spe-
cial missions section NCO in 
charge, was tasked with iden-
tifying ways to protect the mis-
sion of the units that comprise 
the wing’s Joint Base Langley-
Eustis, Virginia, campus. After 
reviewing the wing’s current 
use of a tape backup system, 
which is used to store and back-
up data to physical magnet-
ic tapes, Ken grew concerned 
about the potential loss of mis-
sion data stored on these tapes.

“Just because someone says 
you can do something doesn’t 
mean you shouldn’t try to do 
something new,” said Ken. 
“Eliminate the tape backup 
system and transfer all that in-
formation into the cloud.”

To jump-start his idea, Ken 
submitted a proposal to the 
363rd ISRW LION board, a 
platform for Airmen to pitch 
innovative ideas to the wing’s 
leadership for possible funding. 
He proposed leveraging a se-
cure commercial cloud servic-
es contract, commonly known 
as C2S, to transition the wing 
from a legacy tape backup to a 
cloud-based backup system.

By leveraging the C2S con-
tract, the wing would have on-
demand access to mission data.

“The write-up for his idea 
was so good that our wing’s 
O-6s, who comprise the LION 
Board, said we didn’t even need 
to hear his pitch,” said U.S. Air 
Force Col. Patrick Sutherland, 
363rd ISRW vice commander. 

“We all just said, ‘Yes, that’s a 
fantastic idea, and he should 
just get started.’”

With his leadership’s sup-
port, Ken hit the ground run-
ning. In May, he and fellow 
members of the 363rd ISS met 
with the Air Force Intelligence 
Community Mission Modern-
ization Office, or M2O, to begin 
the process of getting a task or-
der for C2S.

By June, the 363rd ISS had 
used $17,000 of squadron in-
novation funds to acquire a 
high-speed data transfer capa-
bility, which consisted of soft-
ware that enables the two-way 
transfer of information from 
the wing’s shared drive at JB 
Langley-Eustis and the cloud.

Just seven weeks after meet-
ing with the M2O, the 363rd 
ISRW became the first Air 
Force entity to be awarded a 
task order for the secret clas-
sification level on the C2S con-
tract.

“We’re the first ones,” said 
Ken. “We’re leading the way in 
getting out there and figuring 
out all the growing pains in get-
ting access to the secure cloud 
environment.”

In the span of several 
months, Ken’s mission assur-
ance initiative blossomed from 
his initial concept of a disaster 
recovery and data backup solu-
tion to include two more efforts: 
procuring a dedicated circuit 
for transferring data to and 
from the cloud environment for 
Langley and another location, 
and migrating mission applica-
tions from on-site to being host-
ed on the cloud network.

With the data stored in a vir-
tual space, other groups and 
wings at Langley can access 
the data via the same circuit.

“The overarching effects of 
the project transition is not just 
disaster recovery; it’s now mis-
sion assurance for the entire 
wing,” Ken added. “And then, 
it’s not just for our wing; we’re 

setting up the infrastructure 
for any organization at Langley 
and at our alternate location to 
access cloud resources.”

The final piece of Ken’s mis-
sion assurance initiative moves 
mission applications used by 
the warfighter for target de-
velopment into the cloud. This 
enables warfighters around 
the world to access the tar-
geting data generated by the 
wing. Ken worked with the 
M2O to open access to the cloud 
through the 24th Air Force 
change management process to 
ensure other Air Force custom-
ers who follow the 363rd ISRW 
will have fewer steps to com-
plete to gain access.

The entire initiative has 
been a collaborative effort be-
tween Ken and his team, who 
worked with 12 different orga-
nizations ranging from the Air 
Force Intelligence Communi-
ty M2O at Lackland Air Force 
Base, the Air Force intelligence 
community chief information 
officer’s office at the Pentagon 
and multiple organizations that 
comprise the 24th and the 25th 
Air Force.

“This entire initiative is be-
yond just the 363rd ISR Wing,” 
said Ken. “This is beyond even 
Air Force ISR – this is to sup-
port the Air Force overall.”

Wing leadership echoed 
Ken’s sentiments. 

“When I think about what 
Tech. Sgt. Ken has done, I am 
so proud,” said Sutherland. “It 
really is a case study in the 
impact that one single, deter-
mined Airman can have across 
our Air Force when given the 
freedom to solve big problems.”

“Ken’s success is a fantastic 
exemplar of the Lion Way,” said 
U.S. Air Force Col. Jon Rice, 
363rd ISRW commander. “We 
have created an entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem to unleash au-
daciously innovative Airmen 
like Ken and pair them with re-
sources and leadership support 
to solve our most challenging 
problems.”

Just five months after Ken 
voiced his idea to wing lead-
ership, he and his team were 
granted an interim approval to 
test, a major step in making his 
mission assurance initiatives a 
reality. Ken plans to be fully-
operational by July 2019.

“This entire  
initiative is  
beyond just the 
363rd ISR Wing.”

— Tech. Sgt. Ken
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Join Us in Fairfield At
Benicia 
Grill II

Traditional American Food
Breakfast, Lunch  

& Dinner
Extensive Menu  

Including Seniors & Kids

Happy Hour 5-6 PM

(707) 428-0555 ld

$7 OFF Up to $7 value. One coupon per table. 
Not good with any other offers or 

on Senior menu items. Must present 
coupon. Offer expires 12/31/18.

With the purchase  
of 2 drinks.

CITY SPORTS 
BAR & GRILL

LOCATED IN STARS RECREATION CENTER
155 Browns Valley Pkwy. • 455-STAR

N CENTERR

LIVEPay Per ViewSaturday,December 8th

Friday, December 7  
Cluster PhunkCCCClluCCluuCCCCC

DJ Aaron After the Fight 

877-995-5247
Download free app in 

your phone’s app store

Guardsmen earn Bronze Stars
Airman 1st Class Chloe Ochs

123rd Airlift Wing Public AffAirs

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Five 
members of the 123rd Special 
Tactics Squadron were award-
ed Bronze Star Medals during 
a ceremony at the Kentucky 
Air National Guard Base Nov. 
17, for outstanding selflessness 
and bravery in the defense of 
the United States.

The Bronze Star Medal, be-
stowed for heroism or merito-
rious service in a combat zone, 
was awarded to Master Sgt. 
Blair A. Baerny, Master Sgt. 
Benjamen K. Pelster, Tech. 
Sgt. Joshua C. Busch, Staff Sgt. 
Daniel P. Keller and Staff Sgt. 
Robert W. Willging.

Col. David J. Mounkes, Ken-
tucky’s 123rd Airlift Wing com-
mander, presented the awards 
before a crowd of more than 
100 coworkers, friends and 
family members.

“I am extremely honored 
and humbled to be able to be 
a part of these ceremonies 
for what was accomplished.” 
Mounkes told the audience. 
“Since 9/11, every guard unit 
has struggled with becoming 
more operational, but with an 
STS unit in this wing, they lead 
the way. They are – by nature, 
by their mission – always oper-
ational.”

Baerny distinguished him-
self for meritorious service as 
a pararescue team leader dur-
ing Operation Freedom’s Sen-
tinel from Aug. 22 through 
Nov. 15, 2015. His outstand-
ing performance, expertise 

and dedication to duty great-
ly contributed to the success of 
the unit’s mission, according to 
the citation. Baerny’s leader-
ship ensured effective combat 
search and rescue coverage, 
mitigating risk and degrading 
the enemy’s capabilities, the ci-
tation said.

Pelster, a combat control 
craftsman, distinguished him-
self by meritorious achieve-
ment as the noncommissioned 
officer in charge of an assault 
zone reconnaissance team 
from June 26 through Nov. 1, 
2014. Pelster was instrumen-
tal in the execution of nine mis-
sions across five countries, 
which led to the establishment 
and expansion of critical air 
infrastructure in support of 
Operation Inherent Resolve, 

according to the citation. He su-
pervised a 53-man team dur-
ing a night infiltration and as-
sessment of a strategic airfield 
in Southern Iraq. In addition 
to coordinating with Marine 
Corps force reconnaissance op-
erators, Pelster also supervised 
a 12-man team that helped en-
able partner nation forces to 
maintain momentum and re-
supply forces in their fight 
against Al Qaeda, the citation 
said.

Busch, a combat control 
craftsman, served as key se-
nior tactical advisor for 17 
ground combat operations that 
helped prevent Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria insurgents 
from overrunning dozens of 
critical checkpoints during 

Col. David Mounkes, 123rd Airlift Wing 
commmander, presented the Bronze Star 

Medal to 1) Master Sgt. Benjamen K. 
Pelster 2) Master Sgt. Blair A. Baerny 3) 

Tech. Sgt. Joshua C. Bush 4) Staff Sgt. 
Robert W. Willging and 5) Staff Sgt. Daniel 
P. Keller, 123rd Special Tactics Squadron 
members, during a ceremony Nov. 17 at 

the Kentucky Air National Guard Base.

1 2 3

54

u.s. Air force photos/staff sgt. Joshua Horton

u.s. Air national guard photo/staff sgt. Joshua Horton

Staff Sgt. Robert W. Willging, right, 123rd Airlift Special Tactics 
Squadron combat controller, is pinned with the Bronze Star Medal by 
Col. David Mounkes, 123rd Airlift Wing commander, during a Nov. 17 
ceremony at the Kentucky Air National Guard Base in Louisville, Ky.

See BRONZE STARS Page 26
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Napa Valley Plastic Surgery has been 

providing exceptional board-certified  

plastic and reconstructive surgery to  

Northern California patients since 1984.

NAPA VALLEY
PLASTIC SURGERY

ABMS Maintenance of Certification™
American Board of Plastic Surgery

Certification Matters

SPONSORED BY PARADISE VALLEY ESTATES RESIDENTS COUNCIL

Program brings 
allies together
Senior Airman Malcolm Mayfield

48th Fighter Wing Public AFFAirs

AMENDOLA AIR BASE, 
Italy — Above the mountain-
ous landscape of Amendola Air 
Base, Italy, F-15C Eagle pilots 

assigned to the 493rd Fight-
er Squadron are training side 
by side with NATO allies from 
Germany, Spain, Italy, the 
Netherlands and Belgium in 

See PDFs of the TAILWIND online on SharePoint or tailwind.dailyrepublic.net

See ALLIES Page 11

u.s. Air Force photo/senior Airman Malcolm Mayfield

A pilot assign 493rd Fighter Squadron pilot and a Belgian pilot shake 
hands Nov. 30 at a media event during the NATO Tactical Leadership 
Programme 18-4 at Amendola Air Base, Italy. This event marks the first 
time the course has been held in Italy, from its normal host location at 
Albacete Air Base, Spain.
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PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City 
429-4861

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun 
429-4861

Headache?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway, in the Raley’s Plaza  
on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

Stay Healthy
VSP members through FEDVIP  
do not need a referral to visit in  
Jan 2019 for eye care and  
eyewear needs.
Save Money
Members can enjoy up to  
an average yearly savings of $569
Look Great 
Members can take advantage of 
a new allowance for eyewear and 
featured frame brands.

Enroll NowDuring Open Enrollment

Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

M&M and Associates

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

resource we’ve made available 
to learn about the BRS. 

The BRS gives Airmen an 
opportunity to save their mon-
ey in a portable Thrift Savings 
Plan while receiving matching 
government funds at the same 
time. This is the most basic lay-
man’s description of the pro-
gram, which is why I need you 

to arm yourselves with all of the 
research and information avail-
able. To help you, our Air Force 
leaders have put together a team 
of experts ready to provide ex-
tensive training. Certified per-
sonal financial counselors are 
available at your Airman and 
Family Readiness Center. These 
experts cannot decide for you, 
but they can help you evaluate 
which retirement plan is best 
for you. Every Airman’s situa-
tion is different, financial goals 

are unique to each Airman and 
there is no “one size fits all” de-
cision. 

Airmen who enter the Air 
Force on or after Jan. 1, 2018, 
are automatically covered by 
the BRS. Active component Air-
men serving now and those who 
enter the Air Force on or before 
Dec. 31 will be grandfathered 
under the current retirement 
system. Airmen with fewer than 
12 years of active service on 
Dec. 31 or reserve component 

Airmen with fewer than 4,320 
retirement points as of Dec. 31 
have the choice to opt into the 
BRS. Reserve component mem-
bers’ “retirement points” and 
retirement eligibility for the de-
fined benefit are the same under 
the BRS as under the current 
retirement systems. 

There are pros and cons to 
every major decision we make, 
and this holds true for both re-
tirement plans. I can’t tell you 
what to do. I can’t tell you what’s 

best for your family. All I can 
tell you is that you need to arm 
yourself with knowledge. Check 
out the training, talk to people 
who can provide you with ob-
jective advice, talk to those who 
will be most impacted by your 
decision and execute your plan 
knowing you made the best de-
cision for you and your family. 

For more information about 
the BRS, visit the BRS website 
at http://militarypay.defense.
gov/BlendedRetirement/.

Wright
From Page 2

support of Tactical Leadership 
Programme 18-4. 

The month-long program 
gives participants a chance to 
see how others get the job done. 

TLP builds familiarization 
and strengthens interoperabil-
ity within NATO through com-
bined training in the classroom 
and in European airspace.

“Our methods may be dif-
ferent, but the end goal is all 
the same,” said an Italian Air 
Force F-35 pilot assigned to the 
32nd Stormo. “We share a com-
mitment to maintaining securi-
ty and enhancing our air read-
iness within NATO. Training 
opportunities like TLP allow 
us to come together and learn 
from one another, giving us an 

edge in the future with a deep 
partnership to lean on.”

During the course, some pi-
lots noticed more similarities 
than differences in how each 
country got things done. TLP 
is designed to bridge the gaps 
and help form cohesiveness be-
tween allies.

“Building partnerships here 
will make us more effective 
in the future,” said a 493rd FS 
flight commander. “There are a 
lot of similarities to the way we 
all operate, and exercises like 
this help us find those similar-
ities and break down any lan-
guage or cultural barriers that 
appear.”

The effectiveness cultivat-
ed by the training has mold-
ed NATO and allied forces’ 
flight leaders into the mission 
commanders of today, cre-
ating skilled and competent 
leaders able to tactically and 

operationally work within the 
NATO alliance. 

“The program condenses 
the mission planning process 
and then adds everything that 
comes with working with our 
international partners,” said a 
493rd FS flight commander.

“We are constantly pulled 
in different directions and you 
have to learn how to prioritize 
and work effectively with the 
whole team.”

TLP is the focal point for 
NATO’s Allied Air Forces tac-
tical training. The hundreds of 
NATO mission commanders 
developed by the program are 
able to lead coalition force air 
strike packages, instruct allied 
flying and non-flying person-
nel in matters related to tactical 
composite air operations, and 
provide tactical air expertise to 
NATO agencies.

Allies
From Page 10
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You Served. 
You Save.

Save with Military Discounts from these fine businesses!

DO YOU OFFER A 
MILITARY DISCOUNT? 
PLACE YOUR AD HERE. 

$40/MONTH 
CALL 707-425-4646

Spring Medical Clinic Vacaville

1671 E. Monte Vista
Suite #213
Vacaville
(707) 999-4602

www.healthyweightlossvacaville.com

NORTH BAY TRUCK 
CENTER

1245 Illinois St
Fairfield, Ca
94533
(707) 427-1386

www.northbaytruckcenter.com

MITCHELL’S
HAULING, CLEANING, ORGANIZING, 

PACKING, & HOUSE CLEANING

Suisun City, 
CA 94585
(707) 386-1312
Lic. #22444 
Insured

DIXON LANDSCAPE 
MATERIALS

150 E. H St.
Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 678-8200

www.dixonlandscapematerials.com

CAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 447-3132
Lic. #560708

www.calroofingsystems.com

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT NNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG
408 D Union Ave.  

(707) 337-6049

adpowdercoating@yahoo.com

a 100 yards down the road and 
pulled over.

Finally off the road, he as-
sessed the damage.

“[I] looked down and my foot 
was facing the wrong way,” he 
said. “I could see a huge bulge 
in my sock.”

Snyder asked his uncle to 
help him off of his bike. He 
looked down and noticed blood 
was pooling next to him as he 
sat in a stranger’s driveway.

Remembering his emergen-
cy response training, he quick-
ly took action.

“I’m looking at my leg and 
I think a tourniquet is my only 
option,” he said. “I don’t know 
when anyone is going to get 
here. So I take my shirt off and I 
start making a tourniquet.”

It took about 30 minutes for 
first responders to arrive. After 
they saw the severity of his in-
juries, they air evacuated Sny-
der to Baptist Medical Center 
South Hospital in Montgomery, 
Alabama, where they did an ex-
ternal fix on his leg. They told 
Snyder he had a Pilon fracture, 
which meant that his tibia and 
fibula had exploded on impact.

“There were pieces miss-
ing, probably out on the Ala-
bama highway somewhere,” he 
recalled.

“Bones were turned and fac-
ing the wrong way. [The sur-
geons] took everything in there 
and ground it all up, put it back 
in there and hoped it took. They 
gave me four plates and about 
20 screws that day.”

After working on his leg, 
doctors laid out his recovery op-
tions. They could opt for limb 
salvage or amputation. Sny-
der pursued one round of limb 
salvage, but said he didn’t put 
much hope into it after hearing 
about failed recoveries that end-
ed in amputation.

At the first checkup three 
months after surgery, the hard-
ware in his leg looked good and 
the prognosis on his leg was 
promising. However, things 
started to turn at the six month 
mark. The hardware start-
ed collapsing and everything 
shifting down in his leg. Things 
weren’t improving and ampu-
tation started to seem like the 
right choice for Snyder and his 
family.

“I was just ready to get on 

with the next step,” said Melis-
sa Snyder, David’s wife and high 
school sweetheart. “He wasn’t 
able to do what he wanted to do. 
He could deal with the pain, but 
he didn’t like not being able to 
live his life.”

Snyder and Melissa both de-
cided that amputation was the 
best option and set a date for 
May 8, 2018. “Before going into 
it, I told my wife I didn’t know 
how long it would take for me 
to look [at my foot],” he said. “I 
was like [screw] it. I pull the 
sheet back and I’m like, ‘Yup, 
it’s gone.’”

In the aftermath of his 
events, Snyder’s character was 
given a true chance to shine.

“From the get go, he had a 
very positive attitude,” Melis-
sa said. “We have always kind of 
lived that way. In the end it is go-
ing to work out somehow.”

After the surgery, Sny-
der spent five months at Wal-
ter Reed National Military Cen-
ter in Bethesda, Maryland, for 
physical rehabilitation, under 
Air Force District of Washing-
ton’s Airman Medical Transi-
tion Unit.

Snyder decided how he want-
ed to handle those five months 
right from the gurney, when 
he first needed to use the bath-
room.

“It starts now,” he said. “Can 
I get up? Yeah, I can get up if I 
want. I got up, and took a walker 
to the bathroom.”

He spent the next five 
months pushing the limits in his 
recovery, so that he could make 
it back home sooner.

Snyder worked out almost 
every day, doing varying exer-
cises to improve mobility and 
muscle control in his leg. He 
would run on the track at Wal-
ter Reed, swim, and bike along 
with other basic function exer-
cises.

After all the hard work – and 
with the PT test in the rear-
view mirror – Snyder said he 
is thankful he can still serve in 
the Air Force. He said he knows 
active-duty service members 
with amputations have barri-
ers while serving. His goal is to 
break through those barriers 
and continue to grow.

“I want to prove that I’m bet-
ter,” he said. “I don’t care how 
severe my injury is, I want to 
be worldwide qualified as soon 
as I possibly can. It’s my job. I 
signed up for it.”

Recovers
From Page 6

Follow Travis on TWITTER at @Travis60AMW
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Training keeps Airmen focused
U.S. Air Force photos by Master Sgt. Joey Swafford

1) Maj. Matt Ables, 9th Air Refueling Squadron KC-10 Extender pilot, conducts preflight checks on a mask before a training sortie Nov. 26 at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif. Travis Airmen conducted training events to stay current and be prepared for future mobility operations. 2) A U.S. Air Force KC-10 from the 6th Air 
Refueling Squadron conducts aerial refueling training Nov. 26 with another KC-10 from the 9th ARS over California. 3) A KC-10 from the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing is prepared for training sorties Nov. 26 at Travis.

1

2

3

4) Staff Sgt. Keith Perry, 9th Air Refueling Squadron 
KC-10 Extender flight engineer, conducts a preflight 
inspection on a KC-10 from the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing before a training sortie Nov. 26 at Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif. 5) Perry conducts a pre-flight 
inspection on a KC-10 from the 60th AMW before a 
training sortie Nov. 26 at Travis. 6) A U.S. Air Force 
KC-10 from the 9th Air Refueling Squadron prepares 
to refuel a U.S. Air National Guard F-15 Eagle from 
the 144th Fighter Wing during a training sortie 
Nov. 26 over California. 7) Airman 1st Class Philip 
Nadela, 9th ARS KC-10 Extender boom operator, 
goes over preflight checks on a KC-10 before an 
aerial refueling training mission Nov. 26 at Travis.

4

5

6 7



Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government 
no-fee passports must now include: 1) A 
photocopy of Military Identification Card front 
and back; 2) Passport photo taken in the past 
six months; 3) Supporting document(s), proof 
of U.S. citizenship certified copy with state or 
county seal, if it involved a name change submit 
a court order or marriage certificate. Passport 
application cannot be handwritten and printed 
back to back and must be completed online 
with 2D barcode at website https://pptform.
state.gov and/or https://travel.state.gov. For 
more information, call 707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit  
a Hometown News Release, visit  
https://jhns.release.dma.mil/public and fill out 
the information.

Mare Island Museum. Open 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturdays. 1100 Railroad Ave. in Vallejo. 
For more information, call 707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For more 
information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to  
5 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
closed Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-
2573 or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

MPF self-renewal program. Did you 
know that dependents can now renew their ID 
cards online? To participate in this program, visit 
http://bit.ly/2mR1gI2. This program is limited 
only for renewing dependents’ IDs. For all other 
services, visit MPF during duty hours or 
call 707-424-8483.

On-base child care. The Air Force 
requires on-base residents to be licensed by the 
60th Mission Support Group if they provide 
more than 10 hours of care per week in their 
homes. For more information, call 707-424-
8104 or 707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identifica-
tion. The prohibition of photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, does 
not apply to medical establishments, applying 
for government-issued, no-fee passport and 
other U.S. government agencies in the 
performance of official government business. 

This requirement does not apply to minors ages 
16 or younger. However, it applies to sponsors. 
For more information, call 707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Delta Breeze Club. For more 
information, call Mark Raymond at 707-416-
5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their family members. It 
is the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect they deserve. If you 
would like to apply for a volunteer slot and have 
three hours or more to give, call 707-424-3905.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. 
This organization welcomes volunteers and 
supporters from all backgrounds. There are 
recurring events Tuesday through Saturday. For 
more information, email Staff Sgt. Mathew 
Clayton at mathew.clayton@us.af.mil.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil 
Air Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as 
well as adults ages 18 or older who train and 
serve as the volunteer component of the total 
force. UTA is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 
241-B -2. Open to all students with a 2.0 or 
higher grade-point average. For more 
information, contact CAP 1st Lt. Jo Nash at 
707-424-3996 or recruiting@squadron22-cap.
us, visit during a UTA or check out http://
squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Heritage Center. The facility is 
looking to add to its historical collection. It is 
missing the past 15 years of conflict in which 
Travis was involved. Do you have something 
special to donate for generations to appreciate? 
The center also seeks volunteers. The gift shop 
is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. For more information, call Rick Shea 
at 707-424-5598 or email richard.shea@us.af.
mil.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney 
and notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday,  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for 
active duty members and dependents are 
walk-ins from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills 
and retiree legal assistance, call 707-424-3251 
to make an appointment.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer 
Chapter. Meets at 3 p.m. the third Saturday of 
the month at the Airman and Family Readiness 
Center.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. 
The following Travis employees are approved as 
leave recipients through the Voluntary Leave 
Transfer Program:

•  Erin Dunniway, 60th Operations Support 
Squadron.

The VLTP allows an employee who has a 
medical emergency or is affected by a 
medical emergency of a family member and is 
without availability of paid leave to receive 
transferred annual leave directly from other 
employees. For more information, call 
707-424-1720.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch 
at the Travis AFB USO Bldg. 1348. Served from  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For active 
duty, Guard, reservist and their families.

Local events
Events

“Sounds of Suspense.” Radio broadcast, 
noon fourth Friday of each month, Vacaville 
Public Library-Town Square, 1 Town Square 
Place. Free. www.solanolibrary.com.

Vallejo Art Walk. 5 to 10 p.m. second 
Friday of each month, downtown Vallejo. Free 
admission. www.vallejoartwalk.com.

Vallejo Farmers Market. 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturdays, year-round, Georgia and Marin 
streets. www.pcfma.com.

Vintage Market. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every 
third Saturday, St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, 101 West St., Vacaville. 925-978-
6989..

Music and dance
Chamber Music at Rancho Flaubert. 

Telegraph String Quartet, 3 p.m. Feb. 17; 7059 
Bucktown Lane, Vacaville. www.sites.google.
com/view/cmarf/home.

Empress Theatre. Christine Gambito, 8 
p.m. Dec. 7; MOMOTOMBO SF, 8 p.m. Dec. 8; 
City Swing, 7 p.m. Dec. 9; 330 Virginia St., 
Vallejo. 552-2400, www.empresstheatre.org.

First Street Cafe. Doug Houser, Dec. 7; 
Glenn Lowe, 7 p.m. Dec. 8; 440 First St., 
Benicia. 745-1400, www.firststreetcafe.com.

The Rellik Tavern. Wake the Neighbors, 
9 p.m. Dec. 7; Bodhi Shrugs, 9 p.m. Dec. 8; 
726 First St., Benicia. 746-1137, www.
therelliktavern.com.

Vallejo Symphony. 3 p.m. Feb. 10, 
Empress Theatre, 330 Virginia St., Vallejo. 
www.vallejosymphony.org.

Comedy
Empress Theatre. Will Durst, 8 p.m. Dec. 

30; 330 Virginia St., Vallejo. www.empressthe-
atre.org.

Vinny and Rosie’s. Fight Night Comedy 
Show, 9 p.m. Dec. 7; 603 Main St., Suisun 
City. www.vinnyandrosies.com.

Art exhibits
ArtPhit. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Wednesday through Saturday, 726 Texas St., 
Fairfield. 439-3573.

60th FSS
Events and upcoming

Free Holiday Facebook Bingo. This 
season, 60th FSS will give away $1,000 cash 
every week. Everyone 18 and older can pick up 
Holiday Facebook Bingo cards at the Airman and 
Family Readiness Center, Arts & Crafts, Cypress 
Lakes Golf Course, Mitchell Memorial Library, 
Outdoor Recreation and Travis Bowl. Don’t forget 
to “LIKE” us on Facebook (@60FSS) to play and 
win $1,000 cash. For more information, visit 
TravisFSS.com.

Home for the Holiday Reservations at 
Westwind Inn. Westwind Inn is now available 
for holiday reservations! From now through Jan. 
4, 2019, you can book and reserve loved ones’ 
stay for up to 14 nights (excluding TLFs, pet TLFs 
and business suites). Reservation based on 
availability. To make reservations or for more 
details, call 424-8000.

u u u
For more information on FSS, visit  

http://www.travisfss.com.

Chapel programs
Recurring events

Catholic
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday.

• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon 
appointment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration required. 6 to 7 p.m., quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First 

Street Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. 

first Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to  

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, 

RE Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday 
and Friday.

DGMC Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 

p.m. Monday through Thursday, except for 
federal holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. 
Sunday at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose 
Ave., Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other inquiries, call LDS  

Military relations representatives at 707-535-
6979.

Protestant
First Street Chapel

• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Sunday.

• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Sunday.

• Children’s Ministry is provided for 
6-month-olds through fifth grade.

• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 
first Saturday of every month.

Twin Peaks Chapel
• Protestant Women of the Chapel:  

9:30 to 11 a.m. Tuesday.
DGMC Chapel

• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 to 11 
a.m. Sunday.

Airmen’s Ministry Center
• The Peak is open from 5:30 p.m. to 9 

p.m. Monday through Friday at Bldg. 1348. 
Home-cooked meal from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays followed by Bible study.

u u u
For more information about chapel 

programs, call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-
3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel brief 
or request information on joining AFOSI, report to 
Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send correspondence 
to AFOSI Detachment 303, 510 Airlift CR, Travis 
AFB, 94535. For more information, call 
707-424-3115 or DSN: 837-3115.

Air Force Recruiting Office. Now open at 
the Solano Town Center mall. Learn more about 
what the Air Force has to offer, such as up to 
100-percent tuition assistance, 30 days paid 
vacation per year, free medical and dental care, 

tax-free housing and food allowance and much 
more. Contact Tech. Sgt. George Yardley at 
707-889-3088 or stop by the office located at 
1350 Travis Blvd., Suite P2, Fairfield, in the 
Solano mall.

Air Force Sergeants Association 
“Walter E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General 
membership meetings are at 2 p.m. the second 
Friday of every month at Wingman’s in the Delta 
Breeze Club. For more information, contact 
Senior Master Sgt. Angell Nichols or Tech. Sgt. 
Rebecca Linden de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday 
and 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. 
For more information, call 707-424-8740 or visit 
the Facebook page “The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of the month in the diabetic education 
classroom on the first floor in Internal Medicine 
at David Grant USAF Medical Center. For more 
information, call 707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile phone 
users must dial 707-424-4911 if they have an 
emergency on base. Those using government or 
home phones can call 911. For more 
information, call the Travis Air Force Base Fire 
Prevention Office at 707-424-3683.

Base illicit discharge number. To report 
sewage/water leaks or illegal dumping, call 
707-424-2575. For hazardous chemical/material 
spills, call the base emergency numbers.

Civilian Health Promotion Services. Will 
perform free wellness screenings from 7:30 to 
9:30 a.m. every Monday for all DoD federal 
civilians. Screenings include cholesterol, glucose, 
blood pressure and body composition analysis. 
For more information, visit www.AFMCwellness.
com or contact CHPS at 707-424-CHPS 
or CHPSTravis@foh.hhs.gov.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a live, 
trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 
to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at 
the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Family Advocacy Parent/Child play 
groups. Toddlers to the Max play group for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to  
11 a.m. Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel 
Annex. The Rattles to Raspberries play group for 
infants 8 weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. For 
more information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress Peer 
Support Group. Meets from noon to  
1 p.m. the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Balfour Beatty Community Center and from  
1 to 2 p.m. the third Thursday of each month at 
The Peak. For more information, contact Amber 
Quirate and Jessica Soto at 501-231-7756 or 
email travsopcombatptsd@gmail.com.
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Airmen complete FtAC

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Jonathon D. A. Carnell

Congratulations to the latest Airmen to complete the First Term Airman Center 
course. Alphabetically: Airman Rebekah Allen, 60th Medical Diagnostics and Thera-
peutics Squadron; Airman Elyse Bollenberg, 60th Dental Squadron; Airman Drew 
Brown, 60th Surgical Operations Squadron; Airman 1st Class Anthony Davis, 60th 
Aerial Port Squadron; Airman Basic Sean Denkins, 60th Aircraft Maintenance Squad-
ron; Airman 1st Class Darren Ellington, 517th Training Group; Airman 1st Class Ma-
son Elliott, 860th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Thomas Elmendorf, 60th MDTS; Airman 
1st Class Blake Evans, 60th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Cody Ferris, 60th Civil Engineer 
Squadron; Airman 1st Class Colton Foster, 60th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Delbert 
Frazee IV, 60th Maintenance Squadron; Airman 1st Class Andrew Gilman, 60th 
AMXS; Airman 1st Class Andrew Heller, 60th Operations Support Squadron; Airman 
1st Class Jamel Hines, 60th Logistics Readiness Squadron; Airman Dustin Jeffords, 
60th LRS; Airman 1st Class Zachary Kuhn, 860th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Ethan 
Losch, 60th AMXS; Senior Airman John Madrid, 60th Communications Squadron; 
Airman 1st Class Xavier Manon, 60th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Donavan McCauley-
Collins, 22nd Airlift Squadron; Airman Noelle Outson, 60th Medical Operations 
Squadron; Airman Basic Dean Parise, 60th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Rebecca Pe-
tree, 60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Michael Post, 60th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Gus-
tavo Ramirez Vasquez, 60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Hamilton Ryder, 60th OSS; Air-
man Christopher Shaffer, 60th Security Forces Squadron; and Airman 1st Class 
Mike Soto, 860th AMXS.

“News Notes” briefs must be submitted to 60AmwPA@us.Af.mil seveN dAys before the eveNt dAte. CAll the 60th Air mobility wiNg PubliC AffAirs offiCe iNterNAl iNfo seCtioN At 424-2011 for more iNformAtioN.

in the next 
week . . .

fr
i Tree lighting. Content. 

Travis Air Force Base is 
scheduled to hold a tree 
lighting ceremony at 5 
p.m. Dec. 7 at the 

Airman and Family Readiness 
Center.

Solano Winds. 8 p.m. Dec. 7, 
Downtown Theatre, 1035 Texas St., 
Fairfield. www.solanowinds.org.

sa
t Congregation B’nai 

Israel. Chanukah Sing 
A-Long Haimish Music 
Band, 2 to 4 p.m. Dec. 8; 
1256 Nebraska St., 
Vallejo. www.bnaisrael.
com.

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “Bohemian Rhapsody” (PG-13)
• 9:30 p.m. “Suspiria” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “The Grinch” (PG)
• 9 p.m. “Hunter Killer” (R)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “Johnny English Strikes Again” (PG)

Retiree Corner
59th Medical Wing takes 
patriotism to the court

JoiNt bAse sAN AN-
toNio-lACKlANd, tex-
as — Nearly 30 Airmen from 
the 59th medical wing took 
to the court at the At&t 
Center on dec. 2 to serve in 
the living flag detail before 
the san Antonio spurs took 
on the Portland trailblazers.

for the detail, Airmen 

were responsible for hold-
ing an American flag that 
stretched across nearly the 
entire length and breadth of 
the basketball court, remain-
ing in place during the sing-
ing of the national anthem. 

the Airmen participat-
ed in the special detail as 
part of the spurs organiza-
tion’s special salute to the 
Air force night.

— 59th Medical Wing  
Public Affairs
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No. 415 Tough

4 3 1 2 9 8
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

2 8 4
4 6 9 2

1 7 9
1 4
3 8 1 9 7
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6 5 7 4 3 9 2 8 1
2 4 1 6 8 5 3 9 7
8 3 9 7 2 1 6 5 4
5 1 8 9 6 2 4 7 3
4 9 6 3 7 8 5 1 2
3 7 2 1 5 4 8 6 9
7 6 4 8 1 3 9 2 5
9 8 5 2 4 7 1 3 6
1 2 3 5 9 6 7 4 8

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 415 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

puzzles

Swap Ads
For rent

3/2 home, very clean, 3 mins. to Travis. Living room, dining room, family room, fire place, dish-
washer, microwave, custom draperies. Top-of-the-line carpet. 3 patios. A/C. No pets, no Sec. 8. 
$2,000 plus deposit. 707-425-5679.
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DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

flights that pass through, the 
command post stays busy en-
suring each and every flight is 
tracked and accounted for.

“We manage all of the flights 
departing and arriving at our 
station,” said Senior Airman 
Charlotte Stenzel, 60th AMW 
Command Post emergency ac-
tions controller. “Through ex-
tensive coordination with MOC 
and ATOC, we ensure cargo 
and passengers are uploaded, 
and the aircraft departs with-
out delay. We also are the De-
partment of Defense’s ‘Gate-
way to the Pacific,’ which 
results in a hectic flying sched-
ule.”

The command post man-
ages and performs activities 
within operations centers, res-
cue coordination centers and 
command centers based on 
their specific assignment. The 
calls they receive are as varied 
as their mission sets and can 
range from minor issues to ma-
jor incidents in one shift.

“When most people think of 
the command post, they think 
of the Giant Voice, but there’s 
much more that goes into be-
ing a controller,” said Roberts. 
“The command post essentially 
serves as the Central Nervous 
System of the base. We are ex-
pected to have a pulse on every-
thing happening on the instal-
lation – from broken aircraft to 
suicide attempts, to DUIs and 
bomb threats. More than that, 
we’re expected to know what 
to do with that information – to 
know what information needs 
to be disseminated to other 
agencies, wing leadership or re-
ported to higher headquarters, 
on behalf of the installation.”  

At Travis, the command 
post is strategically positioned 
in the same room as MOC, for 
maintenance information, and 
ATOC, for aerial port informa-
tion, so they can easily and effi-
ciently coordinate any informa-
tion they receive from the 30 or 
more flights per day that they 
are tasked with tracking.

“Flight following involves a 
lot of coordination,” said Sten-
zel. “As an example of track-
ing a typical flight, we start by 
giving the crew a call to wake 
them up at a specific amount of 
time before their flight. Then, 
while the flight crew conducts 

their preflight checks, we coor-
dinate with ATOC to make sure 
the passengers get to the air-
craft on time, along with any 
cargo requirements for that 
flight. We also make sure the 
aircrew have the right amount 
of fuel before takeoff. Any 
flights arriving at Travis will 
give us a ’30-minutes-out’ call, 
passing maintenance status, 
mission data, and any download 
information they may have. We 
will then coordinate with MOC 
to assign aircraft parking and 
post-flight support.”

On top of the schedule of 
tracked flights controllers mon-
itor, fielding notifications and 
sending notifications through 
AtHoc, the service’s emergen-
cy notification system, are also 
part of their tasks.

“We send out all of the emer-
gency notifications, which can 
range from high winds to nat-
ural disaster alerts,” said 
Staff Sgt. Jon Schexnyder, 
60th AMW Command Post 
emergency actions controller. 
“Types of notifications can be 
similar; however, the best way 
to handle them is situational-
ly dependent. You have to think 
on your feet, ‘who am I going to 
notify, who is this going to af-
fect, who needs to know this in-
formation and how quickly, and 
how do I need to handle the sit-
uation?’”

Using their tools, the Sie-
mens communication console 
and their computer, they can 
make and receive more than 
500 calls a day requiring their 
complete attention and their 
ability to process information 
quickly.

“The Siemens console 
makes our life a lot easi-
er here,” said Schexnyder. “It 
functions as a phone directory 
and has hot keys with all of the 
contacts we could possibly need 
for any situation. I couldn’t 
imagine trying to do this job ef-
ficiently without it.”

The most commonly known 
part of the command post job is 
operating the Giant Voice alert 
system.

“The Giant Voice is awk-
ward,” said Roberts. “You have 
to talk slowly and be very artic-
ulate. The way you hear it bro-
ken up and projecting over the 
speaker system sounds slow, 
but it is even slower when we 
speak.”

Functioning similarly to 
how the brain connects the 

spinal cord to the human body, 
the command post integrates 
the received information and 
coordinates as well as influenc-
es the response activity of all 
parts of the base.

“This role is especially crit-
ical to ensure the safety and 
capability of our infrastruc-
ture and base populace, both of 
which experience a constant-
ly changing environment” said 
Chandler. “Rapidly emerging 
threats, from terrorist attacks 
to impending wildfires, require 
swift integration where joint 
emergency response is vital.”

Accomplishing the com-
mand post mission means they 
achieve the same level of safe-
ty and security of the entire 
base as they do for gaining en-
try to their secure office space 
through strategic and effective 
communication.

“The amount of information 
we consume, and the sources it 

comes from, is growing by the 
day,” said Chandler. “In con-
cert with the Air Force Chief 
of Staff’s Third Focus Area: 
Multi-domain Command and 
Control, we are actively find-
ing ways to be more efficient on 
how we gather data, synthesize 
it, disseminate it, coordinate on 
it, and ultimately make it deci-
sion ready for our leaders.”

With the all-knowing pow-
er of the command post, the fu-
ture is looking bright.

“This is an exciting time to 
be in our Air Force and Travis 
is an exciting place to be,” said 
Chandler. “Leadership at ev-
ery echelon is empowering ex-
perts at the tactical level to en-
hance operational concepts. 
The vision and efforts of these 
incredible Airmen will allow 
us to dominate the future bat-
tlespace, increasing the lethali-
ty not only of our Air Force, but 
our nation.”

More
From Page 4

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Amber Carter

Senior Airman Charlotte Stenzel, 
60th Air Mobility Wing Command 
Post emergency actions controller, 
provides a visitor pass Nov. 21 
at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. 
The command post is in a secure 
location due to the types of 
information that they receive, such 
as operational reports and their 
ability to track every flight that 
comes in and out of the base.
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eligibility requirements.”
To be eligible for a join 

spouse assignment, Airmen 
must meet several require-
ments, including having a min-
imum of 12 months of time on 
station or completing an over-
seas tour. They must also be 
able to obtain 24 months of re-
tainability from the report-
ing date for a move within the 
continental United States. Ad-
ditionally, the base the cou-
ple desires must have positions 
available for both service mem-
bers.

The Gibsons spent the 
first two years of their mar-
riage separated by 871 miles. 

However, they didn’t let that 
distance place an undue bur-
den on their relationship.

“I would take leave ev-
ery three to six months to vis-
it them,” said Mike. “We also 
stayed in touch through video 
chats weekly.”

“It was great to see him 
when he came to visit and the 
video chatting helped ensure 
our daughter knew who her 
daddy was,” said Angela. “I had 
to record Taylor’s first steps so 
he could see them because he 
wasn’t there for that. We kept in 
touch the best we could.”

In February 2010, the Gib-
sons were approved for a join 
spouse assignment and reunit-
ed at F.E. Warren. In January 
2011, they welcomed their son, 
Carter, into the world.

Shortly after Carter’s birth, 
Mike deployed to Kuwait for six 
months, marking the second 
time he would miss key fami-
ly moments like his son’s first 
steps and first words.

“I thought he’s just miss-
ing all the fun,” said Ange-
la. “All the potty training, the 
late nights, that was hard to get 
through, but my mother came 
to stay with me to help. Trying 
to balance work with life and 
ensure I had enough time for 
my kids at the end of the day 
was important.”

Separation is the hardest 
part of military life, said Mike.

“It can be really challenging 
to get the kids to understand 
what’s going on and why,” he 
said. “We show them pictures 
so they know who their dad and 

mom is any time my wife or I 
have to deploy. Getting them to 
grasp the fact that mom or dad 
could be gone for a while can 
be difficult, but we do our best 
to prepare them for those mo-
ments.”

The Gibsons know the chal-
lenges deployments can bring. 
Mike has deployed multiple 
times and Angela, who became 
a medic in 2013, deployed in 
2016 to Bagram Airfield, Af-
ghanistan, to serve as the NCO 
in charge of the outpatient clin-
ic at Craig Joint Theater Hos-
pital. Today, the couple is pre-
paring their family for another 
deployment in 2019, when An-
gela and Mike are scheduled to 
serve tours in Southwest Asia.

Mike said communication 
is essential to making his mar-
riage work and ensuring his 
children’s needs are met.

“Open communication with-
in the family is so important es-
pecially in a military-to-mili-
tary relationship,” he said. “It 
makes things easier and helps 
us balance duty schedules, tem-
porary duty assignments, de-
ployments and everything else. 
We sit down as a family and 
talk through everything. It’s 
also important for the kids to be 
allowed to share their opinion 
on things.”

The Gibsons will rely on 
their parents to watch Taylor 
and Carter while they are de-
ployed. This will require the 
children to change schools dur-
ing the current school year.

“The military life brings lots 
of change, many moves and that 
can be hard on the kids,” said 
Angela. “To better prepare them 
for this deployment, we took 
them to the school they’ll be go-
ing to and showed them around. 
The kids will also have to change 
schools once again later in 2019 
when we come back.”

Dealing with separation, in 
one way or another, makes her 
children, now 10 and 7, stron-
ger, Angela added.

“It helps them become more 
resilient when they face chal-
lenges,” she said. “Last year, 
I had to leave for deployment 
training and they asked me if 
I could bring them back some-
thing rather than being upset 
because I had to go. They’ve 
adjusted to a point where they 
don’t get as upset any more 
when one of us has to go.”

When Angela returned from 
her training, she came home 
with a toy shark for Carter and 
a toy dinosaur for Taylor. She 
said she and her husband do 
their best to make the most of 
the time the family spends to-
gether.

“When I leave work, it’s 
family time,” she said. “We 
try to make the best of the mo-
ments we have. We’ll go out 
and do things together, do arts 
and crafts or play video games 
so we stay connected as a fam-
ily.”

Enjoying that time together 
is important, Mike added.

“It’s vital we never lose 
that,” he said. “You need to be 
able to separate the distrac-
tions and your job from your 
family time because one day, 
you will leave your job, but 
your family is always going to 
be there. I think sometimes, es-
pecially in the military, we can 
get so busy we can lose sight 
of that. It’s critical that mili-
tary families do all they can to 
make the most of the moments 
they have together.”

Information from an Air 
Force Personnel Center Pub-
lic Affairs article titled “Join 
Spouse assignment consider-
ation keeps mil-to-mil couples 
together” was used to support 
this story.

Family
From Page 3
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Ryan Brewer

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST
of LATTER DAY SAINTS

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 0900 and 1300

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

(1st Floor North entrance)
Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CeCelelllll bbbbebrebr titititiatiatingng ourour ononeneenessss hhhhhohonornoriiiiinging ouou ddddr dr diiiiiveiversirsisitt

ROCKVILLE
PRESBYTERIAN

FELLOWSHIP
“Where the Word of God Comes First”

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
Traditional with Choir  9:00 a.m.

Praise Service with Band 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School for children at both services

Youth Sunfay School at 10:30 a.m.
Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:20 a.m.

Nursery care is availalbe during both Worship 
Services.

Interim Pastor Joanne Martindale
Alyson Barrett, Youth Director

Youth Group: 
High School Youth (9th-12th grade)

meet from 6-7pm on Tuesdays
Junior High Youth (6th-8th grade)

meet from 5:30-6:45pm on Wednesdays

The Lord’s Supper 
is Celebrated Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information or schedule updates, 
please call us at  

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

              Word of Faith 
              Christian Center

Pastors Melba & Lenon Nears Jr
650 Parker Road, Fairfield, CA 94535

(707) 437-2257
www.wofccfairfield.com

We are a culturally diverse ministry with a mandate to: 
Win the lost, Teach Disciples of Christ, Equip, Release 

and Mentor Men and Women for greater ministry.
SUNDAYS

Pre Service Prayer - 10:30AM
Praise & Worship
Ministry in the Word 
Children’s Ministry
THURSDAYS
Prayer - 6:00PM

Family time in the Word - 7:00PM
Kingdom Men - Men’s Ministry

TNT - Women’s Ministry
New Beginnings Youth Ministry

Children’s Ministry
LIVE STREAMING

@www.facebook.com/wofccfairfield
FOR LIVE AUDIO CALL

(641) 715-3640 
access code=673239#

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6940 or 
email: cjohnson@dailyrepublic.net

“To know Him, and to 
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

707-446-8684
Sunday Services:

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 5pm

Thursday Service: 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith

www.vacavillebiblechurch.com
office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

Church 
of Christ

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist 

alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning  
   Bible Classes ............................9:30 am
   Assembly Worship ............... 10:45 am
   Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 
   Bible Classes ........................... 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:

Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536
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As part of a military family, I am dedicated 
to serving those who serve our country.  

A luxury experience at every price point.

DRE# 02063553Each o�ce is independently owned and operated

AMY BURNS
REALTOR®

(707) 718-6802

amy.realluxury@gmail.com
www.realluxury.estate

811 Coombs Street, Suite A
Napa, CA 94559

THE OIL CONNECTION
Thank You For Voting Us 
“Best Oil Change 2018”

THE OIL CONNECTION
Where you receive a  

FREE Chevron Supreme  
Oil Change after 10 services!

THE OIL CONNECTION

ANY SERVICE 
Must Present is Coupon

S AV E

Oil Changes (Conventional, Diesel or Synthetic)

Automatic & Standard Transmission Services

Coolant Services

We proudly feature

(Across from Armijo High School tennis courts)

(707) 422-5600

THE OIL 
CONNECTION

$500 OFF

Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 12/31/18.

COUPON

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!
gld • Commercial • Warehousing • Boa

COCOCOUPPUPOONON

• On Site Management

• Security Cameras

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Private Gate Codes

• Well Lit Wide Hallways

• Drive-Up Units Available

H ANY OTHER OFFER.
/18

ZES. NO
EX

ON MOST SIZ

50% OFF
1st MONTH

to run this organization for 
DOD’s Joint Program Office,” 
said Secretary of the Air Force 
Heather Wilson. “We expect 
this experience to help us drive 
down F-35 sustainment costs 
as we build a more lethal and 
ready Air Force.”

The current F-35 HPSI or-
ganization was established in 
2016 in Crystal City, Virginia, 
at the F-35 Joint Program Of-
fice. HPSI supports a global 
fleet of more than 340 aircraft 
and when it moves to its new 

location will be led by the Air 
Force with a workforce from 
the Air Force, Navy, Marine 
Corps, international partners 
and industry. The organization 
will be directly accountable to 
the product support manager 
within the F-35 Joint Program 
Office.

This organization is an in-
tegral part of maintaining and 
prolonging operations of the 
global F-35 fleet.

The F-35 HPSI’s prima-
ry role is to integrate support 
across the supply chain, main-
tenance, sustainment engineer-
ing, logistics information tech-
nology and training disciplines.

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase

F-35
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going down of the day, his ex-
ample will long guide our Sail-
ors, Soldiers, Airmen and Ma-
rines for how to live life without 
regret,” Mattis said.

All praised Bush’s steady 
hand on the tiller as the Sovi-
et Union imploded and dem-
ocratic government arose in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 
“When the Iron Curtain came 
down, the world needed poli-
ticians with visions and will,” 
wrote NATO Secretary Gener-
al Jens Stoltenberg. “President 
George H.W. Bush was capable 
and committed. He seized the 
moment and shaped history. He 
will be remembered as one of 
the architects of the post-Cold 
War era and as a true trans-At-
lantist.”

Bush was born into privi-
lege, but was a true “servant 
leader.” “George H.W. Bush’s 
life is a testament to the no-
tion that public service is a no-
ble, joyous calling,” President 
Barack Obama wrote in a re-
lease. “And he did tremendous 
good along the journey. Ex-
panding America’s promise 

to new immigrants and peo-
ple with disabilities. Reducing 
the scourge of nuclear weap-
ons and building a broad in-
ternational coalition to expel 
a dictator from Kuwait. And 
when democratic revolutions 
bloomed across Eastern Eu-
rope, it was his steady, diplo-
matic hand that made possible 
an achievement once thought 
anything but – ending the Cold 
War without firing a shot.”

The man who defeated him 
in 1992 – President Bill Clinton 
– gave thanks for Bush’s “great 
long life of service, love and 
friendship.”

The two men became close 
while working together in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Ka-
trina. “He never stopped serv-
ing. I saw it up close, work-
ing with him on tsunami relief 
in Asia and here at home after 
Hurricane Katrina,” Clinton 
said. “His remarkable leader-
ship and great heart were al-
ways on full display. I am pro-
foundly grateful for every 
minute I spent with President 
Bush and will always hold our 
friendship as one of my life’s 
greatest gifts.” 

All spoke of Bush’s devotion 
to his wife of 73 years, Barbara, 
who died earlier this year.

President
From Page 5
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0841 NISSAN

2009  370  Z  Touring.
Auto sports pkg. 132K
mi.,  big  rims,  clean,
lthr. $12,900 obo DLR
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0850 TOYOTA

2017 Camry SE Sport.
Auto,  18K  mi.,  war-
r a n t y ,  b l k .  l t h r . ,
$16,900  obo.  DLR
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0808 PICKUPS, 2WD 0808 PICKUPS, 2WD

2004 Chevy Avalanche
LS  1500  A/T,  clean.
$5,900  obo  Tow pkg.
too .  DLR  #42203 .
(707)280-6816  Quin-
terosautosales.com

2005  Nissan  Ti tan
Crew  Cab  LE.  2  wd.
auto. 268K mi. 1 own-
er.  $5900.  obo.  DLR
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0501 HELP WANTED0501 HELP WANTED

INSTRUCTORS
needed

for DD adult day pro-
grams  in  So lano
County.  Call  Karen:

707-448-2283

0677 PETS  
& SUPPLIES

B e a u t . h e a l t h y ,
white, blue-green
eyed Persian kit-
tens. F. sweet. So-
cialized with vac-
cine. 8 wks. Leave
mess. or text 707-
344-5550. Emai l
persaingreeneyes@
comcast.net

0501 HELP WANTED

••••••••••
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

Cable Installers
No experience

necessary.
WE WILL TRAIN.

$2500 bonus,
 no exp. req'd.

$5000 bonus
exp'd. Intallers
Must have clean DL.
Call 707-317-3467

to apply

••••••••••

 Driver/Instructor
for DD adult day

programs in Solano
County. Class B,

passenger endorsement.
Brian: 707/448-4574

427-6936
Tailwind

Classifieds
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1661 E. Monte Vista Ave., Suite A
Vacaville • 707-446-2370

www.thornton-sons.com

Solano County’s Favorite Jeweler since 1972

This Weekend Only
Dec. 7th, 8th & 9th

Save 20%
 

the perfect gift for the love of your life.  
Join us Friday, Saturday & Sunday only  

Operation Freedom’s Sentinel from Feb. 
20 through May 14, 2018. He successful-
ly led and coordinated 42 air and ground 
engagements while under direct enemy 
fire, according to the citation. On one oc-
casion, intense enemy fighting placed 
him inside the lethal radius of an impro-
vised explosive device pressure plate. 
His decisive actions and composure un-
der fire enabled him to immediately as-
sess two patients and provide tactical 

combat care and medical evacuation to 
his explosive ordnance disposal team-
mate, despite a double amputation and 
extreme hemorrhaging, the citation 
said.

Keller, a combat control craftsman, 
distinguished himself in Eastern Af-
ghanistan from April 23 through Oct. 
1, 2017. Keller served at a combat out-
post where he conducted operations and 
engaged the Islamic State of Iraq in 51 
intense fire fights, according to the ci-
tation. Completely outnumbered on nu-
merous occasions, Keller stopped sever-
al enemy assaults alongside his special 

forces brethren.
“His actions were imperative to his 

teams’ safe and successful execution 
of hold and clearance operations and 
the fight against a determined enemy” 
threatening the people of Afghanistan, 
the citation said.

Willging, a combat control crafts-
man, displayed heroism while engaged 
with an opposing armed force on July 
23, 2017. He served as a joint terminal 
attack controller assigned to a special 
forces team, according to the citation. 
While on patrol against 350 fighters, 
Willging displayed disregard for his 

own personal safety by exposing him-
self to hostile fire in order to control 
close air support in defense of pinned-
down assault elements. He safely decon-
flicted 15 aircraft while coordinating 
the medical evacuation of two person-
nel killed in action and five wounded in 
action. His personal courage and confi-
dence contributed to his team’s overall 
success and survival, the citation said.

Maj. Aaron J. Zamora, 123rd Special 
Tactics Squadron commander, praised 
the recipients and distinguished the 
123rd STS from other special tactics 
units.

Bronze Stars
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lidays
Band plays slate of shows for …

1) Tech. sgt. andy Tucker, UsaF Band of the Golden West 
percussionist, performs dec. 1 at the Vacaville Performing 
arts Theater in Vacaville, California. The performance was 
part of the band’s annual holiday concert series. This year 

they performed eight shows in seven days at six venues and 
performed for more than 10,000 audience members.  

2) senior Master sgt. Paula Goetz, UsaF Band of the Golden 
West vocalist, performs dec. 1 with santa Claus at VPaT.  

3) Musicians with the U.s. air Force Band of the Golden West 
from Travis air Force Base, Calif., perform at  VPaT.

U.S. Air Force photos by Louis Briscese

1

2 3
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